2020 Annual Report
The Year We Went Wild
Aldo Leopold’s work has served as bedrock for our thinking
and actions at Vermont Family Forests for more than a
Text,
aboutcentury.
600 words
quarter
His statements that “Health is the capacity
of the
land for
self-renewal”
and “Conservation is our effort
May
the forest
be with
you!
to understand and preserve this capacity” have been
constant reminders of our raison d’etre.

In 2020 our world view was expanded significantly by the
serendipitous juxtaposition of three distinct happenings.
Early in the year we re-discovered Dr. Stan Rowe’s A
Manifesto for Earth1, published two days before he died in
2004. Rowe reminded us that we are now firmly in the
Anthropocene where humanity is the dominant force
impacting the Earth and that as Earthlings we must switch
from a human-centered world view to an Earth-centered
one. This change is illuminating and will help manifest new
and innovative ways at Vermont Family Forests to conserve
our part of the Planet.
Rowe acknowledged Aldo Leopold as an important source of
inspiration: “To keep every cog and wheel is the first
precaution of intelligent tinkering2.” Leopold made the case
that the science of land health required a base datum of
normality of how healthy land maintains itself as a complex,
adaptive, organism. In wild forests, species rarely get lost or
out of hand, and weather and water build soil faster than it
was carried away. Wild forests also have great importance as
a laboratory for the study of land-health.

In 2020 we joined a loose coalition of Vermont
conservationists, ecologists, landowners, and advocates to
explore ways to increase the area of forest wildlands in
Vermont. Wild forests currently cover less than 3% of the
Vermont landscape. Our Wild Forests Vermont work spilled
into 2021 with presentations to the Vermont House Natural
Resources & Fish and Game Committee where we focused on
changes to UVA that would allow permanently conserved,
wild family forests to be enrolled and recognize Wildlands
Forestry as an approved land use category.
In 2020 we were introduced to Dr. Bill Moomaw’s
Proforestation3 as a forest ecosystem protection approach
that allows healthy, intact forests to be left unmanaged for
timber resources and biomass extraction. Dr. Moomaw made
a compelling case that the best option for sequestering and
storing atmospheric carbon is to simply let forests be selfwilled forests. He created quite a stir.

In late winter 2020-2021, we put together a presentation
that makes the case for combining Production Forestry,
Ecologically Forestry, and Wildland Forestry, employing
Vermont Conservation Design4, and focusing more attention
on carbon sequestration and storage, water quality, wildlife
species richness, and flood and drought resilience in
Vermont’s working landscape. We will be building on this in
2021.
May every forest cog and wheel be with you!

1. Biodiversity Jan-March 2004, Vol. 5, Issue 1, pp. 3-9 (text available online at ResearchGate.net)
2. Aldo Leopold (1949) A Sand County Almanac, “The Round River,” Ballantine Books, p. 190.
3. Moomaw WR, Masino SA and Faison EK (2019) Intact Forests in the United States: Proforestation
Mitigates Climate Change and Serves the Greatest Good. Front. For. Glob. Change 2:27.
4. Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

Through the Year: Highlights of 2020
Winter

Spurred by the recent research of Bill Keeton, William
Moomaw, David Mildrexler, and others, about the
critical role of big trees and complex, mature forests in
storing carbon and safeguarding biodiversity, we
explored applications here in Vermont’s Center-West
Ecoregion.

In January, we co-sponsored a community presentation by ecologist Bill Keeton, director
of the University of Vermont’s Carbon Dynamics Laboratory. More than 50 community
members heard his talk, Carbon-Friendly Forests, in which he explored how managing
forests for old-growth traits increases carbon storage and how the carbon credits market
may help landowners tap economic returns for managing their forests for carbon (top
right).
Wild Forests Vermont Initiative (WFV). In January, David Brynn added VFF’s voice to a
new collaborative, Wild Forests Vermont, aimed at increasing the acreage of wild forests
in Vermont. Throughout 2020, the group explored goals for wild forest acreage and how
to best get there, focusing on changes to Vermont’s Current Use program..
In February, we kicked off our first (and last, due to Covid) Hogback Community College
course for 2020, Conserving Vermont’s Amphibians. Herpetologist Jim Andrews taught
was able to teach the 8-hour classroom portion of this 32-hour class before Covid
restrictions ended instruction. We plan to offer the course again in 2022.
Jim’s course inspired Vermont Family Forests’ newest bumper
sticker, which features the illusive spring salamander, one of
Vermont’s biggest salamanders. Up to eight inches long, spring
salamanders only live in and around healthy forested mountain
streams and springs—just the kind of healthy habitat nurtured by
Vermont Family Forests’ Optimal Conservation Practices (OCPs).
In addition to her regular forestry work, our conservation forester
Kathleen Stutzman met with students from Champlain College at
The Waterworks, discussing natural communities, Vermont
Conservation Design, adaptive forest management in the face of
climate change, and forest conservation practices in play at the
Waterworks.
In March, we launched the Abenaki Cultural Use Land Access
Project. Imagined for us by Middlebury College students (second
from top, right), the project offers a means for private landowners
to offer access to their forestlands to Abenaki tribal members for
gathering materials for traditional medicines and foods. We have
more than 500 acres involved in the project to date, including 2 VFF
parcels, and welcome more.
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Word from the Wolves
In January, we surveyed the 30 hunters—“the wolves,” as
we call them, since they fill the niche of large predator on
those lands—who received written permission to hunt on
Vermont Family Forests’ Anderson lands during 2019.
Those who responded reported no deer harvests, but
many signs of wildlife. One hunter asked why we didn’t
allow coyote hunting on our land. We addressed his
question in our most-read blog post of 2020, “Why We
Don’t Permit Coyote Hunting.” Heartfelt thanks to these
hunters, our eyes and ears on the ground.
Coyote, VFF Wells Farm, Lincoln

With our traditional in-person workshops on hold
due to Covid, VFF board member Ali Zimmer
stepped forward to share her deep knowledge of
gathering and preparing wild plants for food and
medicine via virtual forest walks. Between April and
July, we produced eight videos in a series we called
Eating the Forest with Ali.

Spring

The Colby Hill Ecological Project
entered its 23rd field season in
2020. Despite Covid, researchers
were able to complete surveys of
forest birds, amphibians, and large
mammals. CHEP reports are
available on our website.
Chestnut-sided warbler, VFF land (Nick Tepper)

Wood frog eggs, VFF Guthrie-Bancroft land

Use Value plan updates are due
each year on April 1. In 2020,
Kathleen updated or created new
Use Value plans for 20 forests.

Spotted salamander, VFF Guthrie-Bancroft land
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Summer

“To keep every cog and wheel,” wrote Aldo Leopold, “is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering.” Conserving large habitat blocks and habitat corridors is essential for safeguarding the
health and resiliency of wildlife populations. Toward that end, we were delighted when the
opportunity arose to purchase 32 acres of land adjacent to VFF’s 470-acre Anderson Guthrie
Bancroft. The new VFF Cold Brook property is named for the creek that flows along its south
border, where it empties into Baldwin Creek. Now part of a 502-acre conserved habitat block,
the land builds habitat connectivity between Hogback Ridge and the Green Mountains.

We continued the process of restoring the historic farmstead at
VFF’s Anderson Wells Farm. Built 80 or so years ago, the
southernmost barn’s sills were set close to the ground, and as a
result, the dirt-floored barn was slowly rotting from the ground up.
Miles Jenness of Vermont Heavy Timber had the barn lifted from its
foundation with a crane and placed to one side. Then he and his
crew excavated, poured concrete piers, laid foundation stones, and
built the Japanese larch timber-framed sills and deck atop a white
oak mud sill, before returning the barn to its new foundation. We’re
calling the high, dry, beautifully floored barn “The Cidery,” since it
will hold all our orchard and cidering equipment.
We coordinated with the Addison County River Watch Collaborative
(ACRWC) to begin collecting water quality data on Isham Brook and
Beaver Meadow Brook in Lincoln in 2021. ACRWC volunteers will
measure phosphorus, nitrogen, chloride, E.coli, turbidity, and
temperature. Over time, this base datum will inform and reflect
advances we make in applying VFF’s Optimal Conservation Practices
in this portion of the New Haven River watershed.
Our summer intern, Paul Thurber, helped with many projects,
particularly the restoration of the historic barn at VFF’s Anderson
Fred Pierce place. He also helped us prep rough-sawn spruce (right),
donated by VFF landowner Sarah Laird, for siding the Middle Barn at
Wells Farm, where we hold many of our workshops and community
gatherings.

The Little Hogback Community Forest partnership
welcomed its first new shareholders since its inception
in 2007. In 2020, these self-inspired commoners
continued their creative, community-minded work,
including contributing wood to the Monkton
Woodbank. They also prepared for their first timber
sale since 2007, amending their access trail network to
accommodate a small commercial timber sale and
creating a larger, more accessible, better-for-sorting log
landing. (left, with shareholder John McNerney).
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Though we cancelled our chainsaw training courses in the spring due to Covid, by
autumn, our instructors had stringent Covid protocol in place, and we were able to
host in-person training. For the first time, we offered Basic Chainsaw Use and
Safety, particularly designed for those who have never used a chainsaw. We also
hosted Game of Logging Levels 1 and 2, training a total of 37 participants in safe
and efficient chainsaw use.

Autumn

David Brynn worked with University of Vermont professor Luben Dimov to develop
the curriculum for a forestry seminar in practical application of VFF’s Organic
Forestry practices, with particular attention to non-chemical control of buckthorn
and to proforestation as a tool for increasing carbon storage capacity. Twenty
students are enrolled in the Spring 2021 offering of the course.
During the fall, we used hand tools to rough in a new trail at VFF’s Abraham’s
Knees land in Lincoln (top right). When VFF purchased the 53-acre piece of land on
the side of Mount Abraham, the land came with an existing access trail that heads
straight up the mountainside, with steep grades and significant erosion in places.
It’s the perfect place to explore mutually beneficial relationship with the forest
through careful, contemplative, hands-on work.
VFF also lent a hand to find a mutually beneficial solution at the Lands of The
Watershed Center in Bristol, where beavers had once again flooded the main access
trail. Rerouting the trail allows beavers and people to co-thrive on this beautiful,
ecologically diverse land (middle right).
Inspired by taking part in the Forest Ecosystem Monitoring Cooperative conference,
David Brynn began planning a new study on the CHEP lands related to
proforestation and vegetation change over time. Our aim is to establish
permanent forest plots modeled after the US Forest Service Forest Inventory and
Analysis.
Conservation forester Kathleen Stutzman completed five Conservation Activity
Plans for landowners and marked four timber sales in 2020. She also evaluated all
VFF Anderson land boundaries adjoining active timber sales, in anticipation of
annual easement inspection by the Northeast Wilderness Trust.
During the fall we wrote and subsequently received a grant from the Vermont
Division of Historic Preservation to help us complete restoration of the foundation
of the Middle Barn at Wells Farm.
In December, we teamed with Stark Mountain Woodworking on a Working Lands
Supply Chain Impact Business Grant application. Through the project, Stark
Mountain Woodworking will purchase a portable sawmill and kiln drier, creating a
market for the optimally tended and carefully harvested wood from the forests of
VFF landowners. We passed the highly competitive initial grant review and were
invited to submit full proposal.
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In 2020 we issued permits to hunt
whitetail deer, wild turkey, ruffed
grouse, and/or woodcock on VFF’s
Anderson lands to 34 hunters.

Financial Report
January 1 – December 31, 2020
Income ($410,027)
General
Admin
$4,508

Contributed
Donations
Support
$12,700
Income ($410,027 total)
$20,645

Expenses ($322,523)
Ecological
Forestry
$36,373
Education
$11,846

Admin & Overhead
Programs
$62,087
Expenses ($322,523$8.520
total)
Property
Stewardship
$28,944

Grants
$323,955
Payroll
$157,574
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Remembering Pete Diminico
The Center-west Ecoregion lost a passionate voice for the
natural world when Pete Diminico passed on Christmas Day,
2020. Pete spoke out and acted on behalf of fish and their
habitat here in Vermont, especially his beloved New Haven
River. He knew and cared for that river from its smallest
headwater streams to its mouth. Pete co-founded the New
Haven River Anglers in 1982. A decade later he founded
New Haven River Watch to monitor the river’s water
quality. He helped merge that group with other local river
monitoring efforts to create the Addison County River
Watch Collaborative, and served on ACRWC’s steering
committee for two decades. Pete cofounded the Bristol
Conservation Commission and spear-headed the Bristol
Conservation Reserve Fund which has funded many local
conservation projects.
An ardent commoner till the end, Pete was still advocating
for native trout and the New Haven River in email
conversations with us at Vermont Family Forests just ten
days before he died. Our heartfelt thanks to you, Pete.

Photo Matthew Witten
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Contracted
Services
$62,087

Gratitude to Forest Friends
Individuals
Charles and Diana Bain
Karen Barber
Allison Brown
Anonymous
David Brynn
Peter Carothers
Bruce and Holly Catlin
Dave Cavaretto
Allen Clark
Don and Marty Dewees
Mariana DuBrul
Jim Dumont
Marvin and Susan Elliott
Steven Eustis
Richard Faesy
Margaret Farabaugh
Suzanne Fredericks
Hilary Gade
Paul and Eileen Growald
Carrie Hughes
Mark Johnson and Elaine Marie Viens
Heather Karlson and Bill Leeson
Jonathan Jay Kart
Tom Kenyon
Bert Kerstetter
Sarah Laird
Bill Leeson
Jon Leibowitz

Christopher & Jean McCandless
Karen and Ron McEachen
John McNerney
Susan Morse
Mark and Barbara Nelson
Lucas Nezin
Jim Northup
Elinor Osborn
Barbara Otsuka
Eric Palola and Shelly McSweeney
Moses Pellegrino
Kinny Perot
Shelby Perry
John Peters
Zack Porter
George and Carol Ramsayer
Eric Sorenson
Cindy Sprague
Ellen Spring and Louis duPont
In honor of Stanley & Patrisa Stahl
Kathy and Gary Starr
Ruth Stewart
Roberta Summers
Charles and Katherine Tipper
Preston and Christine Turner
Thomas and Sabrina Warner
William & Joanna Wright

Partners
Addison County River Watch Collaborative
Addison Independent
American Endowment Foundation
Coca-Cola Matching Gifts
Colby Hill Fund
Growald Family Fund
International Business Machines
Kimball Office Services, Inc.
Lake Champlain Maritime Museum
Lewis Creek Association
Lintilhac Foundation
Little Hogback Community Forest
Lynne M Miller Family Trust
Middlebury College
Mount Abraham Union High School
Northeast Wilderness Trust
Northeast Woodland Training
Otter Creek Bakery

Scenic Valley Landscaping
Shoreham Carpentry Company
Silloway Computer Services
The Watershed Center
Town of Bristol
Town of Lincoln
United States Forest Service
United Way of Addison County
University of Vermont
Vermont Community Foundation
Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife
VT Dept. of Forests, Parks & Recreation
Vermont Heavy Timber Company
Vermont Land Trust
Vermont Master Naturalists
Vermont Tree Goods
VT Reptile & Amphibian Atlas Project
Wells Mountain, LLC
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Vermont Family Forests’ mission is to
observe, understand, and preserve forest
ecosystem health; practice forest-centered
conservation that is holistic and
adaptive; support careful management of
local family forests for ecological, economic,
and social benefits; and foster a forest
culture focused on community well-being,
ecological resilience, and the quest of an

Staff
Callie Brynn, Conservation Mapping
Specialist
David Brynn, Executive Director and
Conservation Forester
Sandra Murphy, Forest Community Outreach
and Rewilding
Dechen Rheault, Homestead Caretaker
Kathleen Stutzman, Conservation Forester
CHEP Research Associates
Jim Andrews
Greg Borah
Marc Lapin
Peter Meyer
Nick Tepper
Kristen Underwood
Board of Directors
David Brynn
Jonathan Corcoran, President
Caitlin Cusack
Scott Hamshaw
Christopher Klyza, Treasurer
Peg Sutlive
Ali Zimmer

Vermont Family Forests
PO Box 254
14 School St.
Bristol VT 05443
802-453-7728
info@familyforests.org
www.familyforests.org

100% post-consumer waste, chlorine-free, recycled
paper, manufactured with biogas energy.

